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The first Jewish family of Abraham, 

Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, and Ishmael, birthing 
the kindred monotheistic religions of Juda-
ism, Christianity, and Islam, reflects deep 
convictions along with searing conflicts 
whose profound impact is still with us today. 
This we know for sure, our basic human 
make-up of passions and prejudices, loves 
and hatreds has not changed. We remain sub-
ject to their influences in determining our 
conduct, positively and negatively. While 
naturally we tend to dwell on the multiple 
challenges and struggles of contemporary 
life, there is much we can absorb from those 
who laid the foundation for the twin compo-
nents of Jewish identity, faith, and 
peoplehood. 

Abraham and Sarah had the stamina to 
leave their home in pagan Mesopotamia in 
search of new beginnings—spiritually, phys-
ically, and psychologically. They were not 
deterred by the cumbersome obstacles such a 
journey and journeys would entail, sustained 
by a driving vision of an encounter with a 
God whose unifying message captured their 
yearning imagination. Soon they would dis-
cover, however, that their newly found 
breakthrough faith was intertwined with a 
fragmented reality. The shared tenets and 
tents in an unknown territory would become 
the testing ground for lofty ideals and bind-
ing values. The Rabbis teach us that the 
founders’ tent in the wilderness of Canaan 
was open on all sides to allow one and all to 
enter and be warmly welcomed, finding car-
ing respite and appreciated protection from 
both hostile humans and adverse elements. 

Are we equipped with the capacity to learn 
from mistakes and chart a new course of 
conduct and consideration, finally creating 
Shalom’s overarching harmony? The tradi-
tion ushered in by our progenitors is an opti-
mistic one, having faith in God as well as us, 
while sanctifying the precious gift of life. As 
we enter the portals of a new year may we 
master from those who shaped us in ways 
both manifest and concealed, that we may 
turn hatred into love, violence into vision, 
pain into promise, adversity into advantage 
and blemishes into blessings! 

Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman is the founder of 
Temple Lev Tikvah in Virginia Beach. He is a 
member of the Virginia Beach Human Rights 
Commission. 
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HONORING LOUIS TESSIER’S DEC-
ADES OF SERVICE AT THE DEDI-
CATION OF ‘‘LOU TESSIER WAY’’ 
AT THE WARREN COUNTY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 10, 2021 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Louis Tessier for his decades 
of service to Lake George and all of Warren 
County, New York, and to mark the dedication 
of ’’Lou Tessier Way’’ at the Warren County 
Airport. 

Louis Tessier first came to Lake George in 
the 1970s when he purchased the Four Sea-
sons Hotel. He quickly got involved in the local 
community and was elected to the Lake 
George Town Board in 1982. Just two years 
later, Mr. Tessier was elected as Supervisor of 
the Board, a position he held until his retire-
ment in 2009. His long list of accomplishments 
in this role includes overseeing $500,000 in 
renovations for the Lake George Town Hall, 
acquiring the land for Usher Park Beach, and 

assisting in building the Scoville Learning Cen-
ter at Adirondack Community College. In addi-
tion to his years of service on the Lake 
George Town Board, he also served as Chair-
man of the Board for Warren County’s Board 
of Supervisors, budget officer for Warren 
County, and a member of the American Le-
gion. 

A pilot himself, Louis Tessier was a devoted 
advocate for the Warren County Airport, He 
went out of his way to support the staff and 
assist them whenever they needed help. He 
put in hours of work to help organize the Adi-
rondack Balloon Festival. In honor of his com-
mitment to the airport and the community it 
serves, the Warren County Board of Super-
visors unanimously decided to rename the en-
trance road to the airport ‘‘Lou Tessier Way.’’ 

Mr. Tessier truly embodies the community 
spirit present throughout the North Country. 
On behalf of New York’s 21st Congressional 
District, I would like to thank Mr. Tessier for 
his decades of service to Lake George and 
Warren County and congratulate him for this 
well-deserved recognition. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. VIVIANA 
MEDELLIN 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 10, 2021 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
deep sense of gratitude that I rise today to 
memorialize the significant contributions of 
Mrs. Viviana Medellin, an individual who went 
above and beyond to serve our KC Latino 
community. She poured her heart and soul 
into the empowerment of Latino voices, 
leveraging her Chicana roots and producing 
so many far-reaching programs that will carry 
her legacy forward while sharing her culture 
with many within the Greater Kansas City re-
gion. 

Before her public service, Mrs. Medellin fol-
lowed her dream of working with renowned 
cardiologists Dr. G. Hartzler and Dr. Barry 
Rutherford in the Cardiovascular lab at St. 
Luke’s Hospital. Prior to working in the Cardio-
vascular lab, she started at St. Luke’s as a 
nursing assistant and eventually retired after 
nearly 48 years of service and dedication to 
public health. It was during that 48 years that 
she met her amazing and loving husband, 
Richard Medellin, and together raised their 
children: Monica Holman, Robert A. Frias, So-
phia Byers, and Ricardo Medellin. 

Viviana not only was committed to public 
health in Kansas City, but she was also a de-
vout Catholic, as a long-time parishioner of St. 
Agnes Catholic Church. Having graduated 
from Redemptorist Catholic High School in 
1965, Viviana was charged at an early age to 
give back. She also served the Altar and Ro-
sary Society and as a member of the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Circle. 

It is because of her pursuits to advance the 
celebration of her Mexican American culture 
that Viviana served as the President of Azteca 
de Greater KC and as Vice-President of The 
Greater Kansas City Hispanic Heritage, ad-
vancing several amazing programs over the 
years. Of those programs, Viviana was a sig-
nificant contributor to the Fiesta Hispanic cele-
bration that started in 1984 and has been a 

beacon of Hispanic celebration and acknowl-
edgement for decades. In addition, Viviana 
has been a host on Kansas City Community 
Radio station, KKFI 90.1 FM’s Taste of 
Tejano, where she combined her love of 
Tejano music and that of sharing her culture 
through the airwaves. She was certainly an 
amazing person, sharing her passion for her 
community with all of Kansas City, and for that 
she deserves great recognition. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in recognizing Mrs. Viviana Medellin 
for the tremendous accomplishments through-
out her career and her tireless efforts in pro-
viding Kansas City with celebration of the rich 
Mexican American culture, thriving within our 
amazing City. Her contributions to our commu-
nity have made a significant impact on Mis-
souri’s Fifth District and I speak on the behalf 
of the entire district when I say thank you to 
Viviana. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
SUSAN ‘‘CHERI’’ CHERYL 
MAINARD OFNER 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 10, 2021 

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Mrs. Susan ‘‘Cheri’’ 
Cheryl Mainard Ofner, beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, patriot, and friend. 

Cheri was born July 27, 1951, in Dallas, 
Texas to the late Loretta and Aston ‘‘Dee’’ 
Dale Mainard. She was the oldest of four chil-
dren, and at an early age, developed a love 
for sports, her country, and the Lord. 

Cheri was a woman of great faith and spent 
her life dedicated to learning and sharing the 
Word of God. As a young girl, Cheri’s family 
moved to Houston, and attended Springs 
Branch Baptist Church, where her mother 
taught Sunday school. 

Cheri attended school as a National Merit 
Scholar at the University of Texas, where she 
secured a highly competitive spot on the gym-
nastics team. It was during gymnastics prac-
tice where Cheri met the love of her life, Lee 
Ofner, in January 1971. The couple’s first date 
was watching Superbowl V, played between 
the Baltimore Colts and the Dallas Cowboys. 

In 1972, Cheri graduated with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree in Finance & 
Accounting, and in 1973 married Lee in a 
ceremony at her home church in Houston, 
Texas. A few years later, in 1975, Lee earned 
a Doctorate in Dental Surgery degree from 
Baylor College of Dentistry and began his U.S. 
Navy tour in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 

The couple moved back to Dallas after Lee 
completed his tour with the U.S. Navy. To-
gether with Cheri’s degree in business and 
Lee’s doctorate in dental surgery, they estab-
lished a successful dental practice in 1977. 
During this time, Cheri and Lee had two chil-
dren, Jay and Courtney. Cheri was an all-star 
mom, attending every soccer practice, school 
musical, ballet, Bible study, etc. She even 
coached Courtney’s gymnastics team. 

The Ofners eventually retired from dentistry, 
and ultimately, found their forever home in 
1991 in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Cheri 
and Lee immediately became involved with 
their new community, joining several Bible 
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studies, volunteering on campaigns for the Re-
publican party, and helping with various 
events and fundraisers at the Colorado 
Springs Christian School. 

Since putting down roots in the Pikes Peak 
region, the Ofner family attended several 
churches in Colorado Springs, including Fel-
lowship Bible Church, Woodmen Valley Chap-
el, Rocky Mountain Calvary, Mountain 
Springs, and most recently, The Road@ 
Chapel Hills Church. 

For the last few years of Cheri’s life, she 
and Lee cared for her father Dee, a WWII vet-
eran, in their home, for which Cheri was ex-
tremely grateful. 

Cheri is survived by her husband of nearly 
fifty years, Lee; her loving children, CDR 
(USNR) Jay (Jennifer) Ofner of Mililani, Ha-
waii; and MAJ (USAF, Retired) Courtney (Kirk) 
Olsen of Colorado Springs, Colorado; her be-
loved grandchildren Amanda, Evie, Aaron, and 
Kylie; and her wonderful siblings, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. 

Romans 12:11 commands that His believ-
ers, ‘‘Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 
spiritual fervor, serving the LORD.’’ Cheri did 
just this and lived her life with conviction, pas-
sion, and unadulterated love and excitement 
for her Heavenly Father. She leaves behind 
her husband, family, and friends who loved 
and adored her and who are celebrating her 
life and reunion in heaven with the Lord God, 
Almighty. I ask that my colleagues in Con-
gress join me in honoring my friend and fellow 
patriot, Cheri Ofner, in saying, ‘‘well done, 
good and faithful servant.’’ 
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HONORING JEROME L. DAVIS FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO THE METRO-
POLITAN WASHINGTON AIR-
PORTS AUTHORITY AND CON-
GRATULATING HIM ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT 

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 10, 2021 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate a leader in our business and 
transportation community, Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airports Authority Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Revenue Officer Jerome L. 
Davis, on his upcoming retirement. As the Air-
ports Authority’s highest-ranking executive 
under the president and CEO, Davis has over-
seen the Office of Revenue, which includes 
Marketing and Consumer Strategy, Conces-
sions, Airline Business Development, Real Es-
tate, Commercial Parking, Communications 
and Government Affairs. Davis’ retirement 
caps off a career that has spanned more than 
four decades as a key executive in major U.S. 
corporations. 

Under Davis’ leadership, overall passenger 
traffic at Reagan National and Dulles Inter-
national airports increased by more than nine 
percent, led by growth at Dulles International 
through the addition of 30 new international 
routes and 15 new airlines. Davis’ efforts to in-
crease non-airline revenue boosted it to an 
unprecedented 57 percent of total revenue, a 
$90 million increase since 2015. In addition, 
he led a 2015 rebranding of the corporation, 
including the creation of a new logo to more 
closely tie the organization to the air travel in-
dustry and the National Capital Region. 

Davis also led an expansion and upgrade of 
the airports’ concessions program, recruiting 
many popular global and local brands to pro-
vide a greater ‘‘sense of place’’ for the Na-
tional Capital Region. His accomplishments in 
this area included the complete redevelopment 
of over 180 concessions locations, including 
shops and restaurants in Reagan National’s 
newly constructed concourse; launching new 
valet parking services; and executing agree-
ments for new passenger lounges, including 
the American Express Centurion Lounge com-
ing to Reagan National in 2022. 

Prior to joining the Airports Authority, Davis 
held key executive positions in corporations in-
cluding Procter & Gamble, Maytag, Waste 
Management, Electronic Data Systems and 
Frito-Lay. He also recently retired from the 
boards of two public companies, Apogee En-
terprises and GameStop Corp. Davis also has 
represented the Airports Authority on the 
board of directors of Destination DC, the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s official convention and visi-
tors’ bureau. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. 
Davis and his service to our regional econ-
omy, the traveling public, and the gateways for 
our nation’s capital, and I wish him all the best 
in retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
PATHFINDER DAY 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 10, 2021 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of National Pathfinder Day, a 
day in which to honor all those who have 
served in this elite group of soldiers. The 
Pathfinders hold a special place in the history 
and, more importantly, the successes of our 
Armed Forces. These brave volunteer soldiers 
were trailblazers who played a vital role in 
heightening our military’s precision and capa-
bilities. 

The Army Pathfinders were first utilized at 
the height of our involvement in World War II 
as newly formed paratrooper units were being 
scattered during combat jumps as far as 60 
miles from the target. Prior to their formation, 
a consistent tactical issue had been the inac-
curate and widely scattered drop zones for our 
paratroopers. The correcting course our mili-
tary found was to assemble volunteer units to 
drop in the prior night, undetected by the 
enemy, and set up marked drop zones for our 
parachuting soldiers and gliders—widely con-
sidered a suicide mission. However, these first 
Pathfinders’ bravery and tenacity in the face of 
a seemingly impossible mission led to suc-
cess. 

Pathfinders have been employed in every 
major conflict, continuing to drop into unknown 
enemy territory with no larger force to rely on 
for retreat or reinforcement. They would con-
tinue to do all of this in the name of providing 
their brothers-in-arms with accurate informa-
tion and other operational support. While mod-
ern technological advancements and the 
everchanging landscape by which we conduct 
warfare have shifted so that units such as the 
Pathfinders are no longer utilized, we would 
do well to remember the traits that these patri-
ots exhibited—bravery, selflessness, and an 

undying need to complete what was requested 
of them. Now as the National Pathfinder Asso-
ciation gathers in fellowship to commemorate 
this September 13th Day of recognition, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in reflecting upon 
these giants of valor. 

f 

HONORING MR. BRYAN O’BRIEN 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 10, 2021 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Mr. Bryan 
O’Brien, a recently-departed constituent of 
mine who served in the United States Air 
Force during the Vietnam War. Due to conten-
tious public debate on our nation’s involve-
ment in the war, returning Veterans were de-
nied the appropriate recognition for their serv-
ice. Thankfully, Mr. O’Brien and his fellow 
service members did not accept this unfair 
mistreatment. They advocated for one another 
and for future generations to ensure all return-
ing service members are treated with respect 
and honor, regardless of the public opinion of 
the war itself. They have been quite success-
ful in this endeavor. Bryan was a proud Mem-
ber of the SPC Zachary L. Shannon Memorial 
VFW Post 2550 in Dunedin, Florida. He also 
served as the national sergeant at arms for 
the VFW. He was a founding member and 
past vice-president of the Heritage Springs 
Veterans Club. A true patriot, Bryan loved his 
country and made an indelible mark on both 
our community and those who had the privi-
lege of knowing him. Indeed, Bryan leaves be-
hind a legacy of service and sacrifice. May his 
memory be eternal! My thoughts and prayers 
are with his widow, Patricia, and his three chil-
dren: McKenzie O’Brien, Craig Wagner, and 
Robert Wagner. Thank you, I yield back my 
time. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JULIA FINAZZO 
FOR WINNING THE LONG JUMP 
AT THE IHSA STATE CHAMPION-
SHIPS 

HON. CHERI BUSTOS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 10, 2021 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Julia Finazzo of Galena, Illinois, 
for winning the Long Jump at the IHSA State 
Championships. 

Julia Finazzo competed in the IHSA State 
Competition at Eastern Illinois University in the 
100, 200, long jump and 4x100 meter relay. 
Finazzo finished first place in the long jump 
event, jumping 18 feet, which broke her own 
record. She also anchored the winning 4x100 
meter relay, which set a program record with 
a winning time of 50.46. As a former student 
athlete, I admire and appreciate Julia’s hard 
work and dedication to track. I am proud that 
she has represented the Galena community 
exceptionally well throughout the state. 

It is because of student leaders such as 
Julia that I am especially proud to serve Illi-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam 
Speaker, I would once again like to congratu-
late Julia Finazzo on her success in Track 
while competing at the state level. 
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